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TO:  Media / Press 

FROM: Judicial Conduct Board 

SUBJECT: Court of Judicial Discipline Order and Opinion (Majority & Dissenting) 

  James M. DeLeon 
  Supervising Judge, Criminal Division 
  Philadelphia Municipal Court 
  Philadelphia County 
 

 
On February 10, 2006, the Board charged Judge DeLeon with engaging in prohibited campaign 
conduct during his unsuccessful 2003 bid for the Pennsylvania Supreme Court.  A hearing was 
held before the Court of Judicial Discipline on May 22, 2006 on Judge DeLeon’s motion to 
dismiss the charges based on the Board’s lack of due diligence in filing the charges. 
 
The Pennsylvania Court of Judicial Discipline found that  

“On the basis… of inordinate length of time which elapsed after the receipt of (DeLeon’s) 
response to the notice of full investigation until the Board’s authorization to file charges, 
which was due to the Board’s lack of diligence, in violation of Board’s Rule 31 and the 
actual prejudice to (DeLeon) shown to have resulted from the passage of such a long time, 
we order that the Board’s complaint be dismissed.” 

 
Joseph A. Massa, Jr., Chief Counsel to the Board, stated,  

“While we understand the decision of the Court, the Board respectfully disagrees with the 
majority’s conclusion that Judge DeLeon suffered prejudice which could only be remedied 
by dismissal of the charges.” 

 
 
Counsel: Daniel T. Reimer, Esquire 

Assistant Counsel, Judicial Conduct Board 
 
Respondent:   Samuel Stretton, Esquire 
 
Contact: Joseph A. Massa, Jr., Esquire 
  Chief Counsel, Judicial Conduct Board 
 
Note: Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Court of Judicial Discipline Order of Court, 

Majority Opinion, and Dissenting Opinion attached. 
 

(This information may also be found on WWW.JCBPA.ORG) 
##END## 

http://www.jcbpa.org/



























































