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Harrisburg.  By an Order and Opinion issued on December 10, 2008 by the Pennsylvania Court 
of Judicial Discipline, Philadelphia Municipal Court Judge James M. DeLeon has been found to 
have violated the Pennsylvania Constitution and Code of Judicial Conduct.  In its Complaint 
filed on August 7, 2008, The Board charged Judge DeLeon with misconduct arising out of his 
issuance of a bogus “stay away order” on behalf of a social acquaintance.  The Board alleged that 
the judge engaged in conduct which brought disrepute to the Pennsylvania judiciary, failed to 
conduct himself in a manner which promotes public confidence in the integrity and impartiality 
of the judiciary, allowed a social relationship to influence his judicial conduct and considered ex 
parte communications concerning a legal matter.  Judge DeLeon, in his written answer to the 
Complaint, admitted all allegations raised by the Board, and  the Court found that the Board 
established all charges by clear and convincing evidence.   
 
Both the Board and Judge DeLeon have the right to file objections to the Court’s findings and 
conclusions, and upon consideration and disposition of those objections, the Court will schedule 
and conduct a hearing to determine an appropriate sanction.    
  
Counsel 
 
 Board:  Daniel T. Reimer, Esquire -- Assistant Counsel  
 
 Respondent:  Samuel C. Stretton, Esquire 
 
Contact: Daniel T. Reimer, Assistant Counsel 

 
Court of Judicial Discipline Opinion and Order attached 
 
For more information about the Judicial Conduct Board, please visit our website at 
www.jcbpa.org. 
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